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Congress Needs Better Oversight on Foreign Force

Funding

By Michael Rubin
AEldeas

April 20, 2023

f |9 ]in]

When Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin traveled to Iraq last month, he stood alongs
Nechirvan Barzani but declined to meet with Nechirvan’s nephew and regional Pr,
whom he last met in 2021. It was a deliberate slight; US government officials say
Masrour from its grounds. At issue is growing concern about Masrour’s corrupti
Masrour, who is a US permanent resident, is also the subject of an ongoing law;

In response for not receiving his photo-op, Masrour had a temper tantrum. In
called the Americans “jerks.” He bristled at State Department criticism and d
media posts of an article criticizing local corruption and human rights abuse

After a Turkish drone earlier this month fired on a convoy carrying US militaj
leader Gen. Mazloum Abdi, and top officials of the ruling Patriotic Union o
Masrour’s team issued a statement essentially blaming the victims. This fri

Bafil Talabani, and American officers were together to coordinate countd
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